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 Filling Instructions:  Copies of this “Tailgate Talk” should be filed in employer’s safety training records and cross- 
 referenced in each employee safety-training file.  This is intended as a guide only- all rights reserved. 
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Floor Openings & Holes 
 

 
Every floor and roof opening shall be guarded by a cover, a guardrail, or equivalent on all open sides. While the cover is not 
in place, the openings shall be constantly attended by someone or shall be protected by guardrails. Toeboards shall be 
installed around the edges at openings where persons may pass below the opening. 
 

1. Floor and roof openings:  

a. Floor, roof and skylights openings in any work surface must be guarded by railings and toeborads or by covers. 

b. The cover must be able to support 400 lbs. or twice the weight of the employees, equipment, and material, and be 
securely fastened. 

c. Covers must bear a sign with minimum 1 in. letters stating-OPENING-DO NOT REMOVE. 

d. Employees within 6 ft. of any skylight shall be protected from falling through the skylight opening by any one of the 
following methods: 

01. Guardrails 

02. Skylight Screens 

03. Personal fall protection system. 

04. Covers installed over the skylights. 

05. Fall protection plan. 
EXCEPTION: When the work is of short duration and exposure is limited. 

e. Access to surfaces glazed with transparent or translucent materials are not permitted unless an engineer certifies 
that the surface will sustain all anticipated loads. 
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